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Well, here we are at the end of August - aka the dry social season - when the usual 
social terriers are curled up in the sand through the dog days. However, across town, 
Rodeo Drive knows no season. In spite of the blistering heat, a daily horde of tourists 
in shorts and flip-flops relentlessly patrols the Beverly Hills thoroughfare for possible 
star sightings.  

The folks at Lladro, the Spanish porcelain boutique next door to Chanel's new salon 
on Rodeo, were mobbed last week for the second annual fundraiser for the Real 
Medicine Foundation, "Artists for Real Medicine," a cocktail party and an auction of 
contemporary art, which included works by Picasso, Warhol, Chagall, Yoko Ono and 
Sean Lennon. Although the pickings seemed slim for celeb-ogling, nevertheless, the 
paparazzi were on swarm at the entrance.  

Crowded, hot, Rolodex-driven bashes aren't my cuppa. So after a cucumber canap or 
two and a quick perusal of the art, I split. But, heading for the exit, I spotted a few 
familiar faces - Elizabeth Espinosa, Shannon Doherty, Lisa Edelstein, Apollonia, Matt 
Underwood, Mindy Sterling and Dr. Bruce Hensel.  

More than 350 guests turned out for the affair that raised more than $20,000, but it 
wasn't the people watching that made this event interesting - Ye Gawds, who were 
they anyway in that sea of body-piercings, implanted cell phones, tattoos and Jimmy 
Choos? 

It was the charity that was intriguing. The Real Medicine Foundation is the brainchild 
of a German-born L.A.-based pediatrician Dr. Martina Fuchs, who was so moved by 
the tragic aftermath of the 2004 tsunami in Sri Lanka that she flew to the area to 
help as many people as she could. She wasn't invited; she just arrived on the scene 
of the devastation, rolled up her sleeves and began treating patients. "That's when I 
realized that the personal involvement of a few people could change the world," she 
said.  

The result is the foundation, which was launched in May 2005. At the moment it 
consists of about 80 people, primarily doctors, based in far-flung countries. In only 
two years the foundation has expanded its global network to include branches in the 
U.S., Asia, Africa and Europe.  

Its psycho-trauma teams are treating children affected by disasters on the Gulf 
Coast following Hurricane Katrina and earthquakes in Northern Pakistan and 
Indonesia.  



The foundation has also established clinics and day-care centers in Sri Lanka, India, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda, Mozambique and right here in Southern California, where 
teachers and school staffs are being properly trained to identify psycho-trauma in 
Los Angeles children who may be physically and sexually abused, exposed to drugs 
and living in poverty and homelessness.  

If you would like to know more, check out info@realmedicinefoundation.org or call 
(310) 820-4502.  

 


