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Introduction
Today, March 23rd, 2017, Panyadoli Vocational Training Institute (PVTI) joined with the communities of
Kiryandongo Refugee Settlement and the neighboring area of Bweyale to celebrate with PVTI’s graduating class
upon their successful completion of our three-month skills training program. The students graduated with a
certificate in one of four fields: Tailoring and Garment Cutting, Bricklaying and Concrete Practice, Hairdressing and
Beauty Therapy, and Carpentry and Joinery.
In our Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy Department, a total of 17 students (15 female and 2 male) graduated, and
the Carpentry and Joinery Department had 12 students (1 female and 11 male) graduate. In Bricklaying and
Concrete Practice, 14 students (1 female and 13 male) graduated, and in Tailoring and Garment Cutting, 16
students (14 female and 2 male) graduated.
Number of graduating students per department:
Departments
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F
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F
1
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BCP
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Nationality
South
Ugandan
Sudanese
34
25

Total
Kenyan

Congolese

0

0

59

TGC: Tailoring and Garment Cutting
HBT: Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy
CJ: Carpentry and Joinery
BCP: Bricklaying and Concrete Practice

Graduation Proceedings
➢ Prayer and National Anthem
The ceremony started with a prayer from Mr. Peter Mbusa, and then we later received a national anthem
from him. He graced the function with blessing and thanked God for having helped the students withstand
pressures from the community and persevere to this day of graduating with skills training from PVTI.
➢ PVTI Principal’s Speech
PVTI Principal Ms. Teddy Nakyagaba read out the names of the students that had graduated from each
department, with sounds of happiness coming from the audience as the graduates celebrated with music
and with a lot of smiles for what they had attained throughout the three-month program.
The principal thanked RMF’s instructors for being selfless and sharing their knowledge, which has enabled
the students to graduate. It was also moving when she thanked RMF’s CEO Dr. Martina Fuchs for having
created a platform where people’s lives can be changed through skills development, as well as the
financial and material support that comes from her office.
➢ RMF Project Coordinator’s Speech
RMF Project Coordinator Daniel Wakibi spoke to the students about management skills that come with
owning a business. He shared examples within and without the settlement, and he emphasized the
importance of graduates engaging in productive work to make sure that they can improve their
livelihoods. He thanked PVTI’s instructors for being professional in executing the work and making sure
that the students attain skills they need. He also stressed his happiness to recognize the efforts put into
Panyadoli Vocational Training Institute (PVTI) through RMF’s CEO Dr. Martina Fuchs.
2

➢ RWCIII Representative’s Speech
The chairman of the Refugee Welfare Council (RWCIII) advised graduates not to yearn for the startup kits,
but to move forward with what they have already attained: the knowledge whereby they can start on
their own since they have the skills and knowledge that can make a difference in their lives. He shared
with them his life situation of being a beggar in Kampala because he didn’t have any skills to do any work,
but since he got the skills, he has not failed to earn what he wanted up to this day. Therefore, he
encouraged the refugee community to be self-driven in making sure that they are at the center stage of
making a difference in their lives, rather than waiting for other people.
➢ UNHCR Representative’s Speech
The guest of honor was the UNHCR representative. He responded to a few questions from the chairman
about the startup kits and why UNHCR would not give RMF a helping hand to see that they can expand
Panyadoli Vocational Training Institute (PVTI) and provide startup kits. The representative shared with us
how his agency is working around the clock to see that they can help on the issue of startup kits and also
expand vocational training, but he said it’s a policy issue and the funds are not available as of yet, since
they have been in emergency mode. He informed the gathering of how many partners have invested in
skills training in the host community and also in Kiryandongo Refugee Settlement, and he gave examples
of agencies like Belgium Technical Cooperation (BTC), Save the Children, and UNHCR itself. He summed
up the function by telling the graduates to behave during their course of starting their lives and also make
associations which can be easily facilitated since they are organized.
➢ Celebratory Lunch
The graduation ceremony ended with a lunch at Panyadoli Vocational Training Institute (PVTI), where the
visitors and students were treated to delicacies.

Photos of the Day

Graduates dressed well for this special occasion.
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Students sitting in the tent during the graduation ceremony

The guest of honor handing over a certificate to the
Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy graduate who is disabled
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Guests looking at the finished products of Carpentry and Joinery graduates
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