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Background
Since December 2016, ongoing flooding and mudslides in Perú have caused at least 90 deaths, damaged an
estimated 150,000 homes and businesses, and caused extensive damage to infrastructure and crops. Northern
Perú has been most affected, as well as the capital city of Lima. In a live broadcast to the nation, Perú’s president,
Pedro Pablo Kaczynski, stated, “There hasn’t been an incident of this strength along the coast of Perú since 1998.”
Many flood victims are from poorer areas, where their makeshift homes were quickly overrun with mud and
water. As the Peruvian government works to recover and people struggle to find shelter, food, and clean water,
weather services predict more rain in the coming weeks.

RMF’s Presence
RMF has been working in Perú since 2007, when we arrived to offer long-term medical support to victims of the
August 15th earthquake. 10 years later, our health clinic, Policlínico Peruano Americano, is still operating
successfully in San Clemente, Pisco, providing free health care to those most in need. In addition to the medical
services and outreaches provided by the clinic, in January 2017, Policlínico Peruano Americano began serving as a
base of operations to collect and distribute food, clean water, clothing, and other supplies for flood victims. RMF
Perú is also starting medical outreaches in the harder-hit areas.

Visit to Pámpano
On Friday, March 24, 2017, RMF Perú’s team planned a medical outreach and traveled by car to Pámpano, a village
that is usually about 1 hour inland from San Clemente. Due to the state of the roads, the trip took about 2 and a
half hours.

The typical route from San Clemente to Pámpano
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We could only travel with extreme caution due to the “huaicos,” or landslides.
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A closer view of one of the “huaicos,” or landslides, blocking one lane of the road

Men working to make the road passable
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Many large boulders had fallen.

Another “huaico,” or landslide, which slowed our progress

Increased cases of Zika and dengue have been reported in several regions, especially in northern Perú, and the
many stagnant pools created by heavy rains and flood waters increase the risk of these and other mosquito-borne
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diseases. RMF Perú’s team heard reports of children with dengue fever in Pámpano, and so we traveled there
with supplies and examined the children at the local school. Thankfully, we found no symptoms of dengue. We
treated most of the children for parasites and the flu, however, which are also more common because of the
inclement weather.

Our team drove as close as we could to the Pámpano school.

8

We carried our supplies across the many rocks and the (currently) small stream.

After a short hike, we arrived at the Pámpano school.
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Dr. Jorge Alarcon addresses the class.

Dr. Jorge Alarcon and Nurse Lízbeth Segovia examine the students and provide medical help.
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A student receives medical help during RMF’s visit to the Pámpano school.

Delayed Mission to Palpa and Nazca

The typical route from San Clemente to Nazca
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RMF Perú’s team had also hoped to visit Palpa and Nazca farther south, since there are more people affected by
dengue in those areas. However, we were not allowed to travel there because of the risk of infection, and were
told that vaccines would be necessary (dengue vaccines typically cost $130 and are difficult to find). We consulted
with other medical contacts, but were advised that there were no dengue vaccines available. To visit Palpa and
Nazca, we would have use a lot of insect repellent and would not be able to camp. Because mosquitos are most
active at dawn and at dusk, we would have to arrive after 10:00 AM and leave by 3:00 PM at the latest. The trip is
not feasible at this time due to a combination of unavailable vaccines and poor road conditions.

Current Conditions in the City of Pisco
This morning, March 31, 2017, RMF’s Maria Fe Pujalt M. awoke to find these views outside her home, after
torrential rains in Pisco (the larger city which San Clemente is a part of):
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Although the city of Pisco and the area of San Clemente, where RMF’s clinic Policlínico Peruano Americano is
located, have not been hit as heavily as some regions of the country, even here we are seeing higher food prices,
property damage, and flooding.

Conclusion
RMF Perú continues to provide free health services at our clinic, Policlínico Peruano Americano, as well as
additional aid for flood victims, including supplies such as food, clean water, and clothing. We are conducting
additional health outreaches as well, and strategizing ways to expand our services further.
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