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From Tororo to Kiryadongo, there is no direct bus or taxi, it forces someone to board a 
taxi or bus from Tororo to Kampala. Still from Kampala there is no direct bus or taxi to 
Kiryadongo, someone has to board a bus or taxi from Kampala to Masindi district, then 
from Masindi that is when someone boards a direct bus to Kiryadongo main road or calls 
in a stage [bush taxi]. From Kiryadongo the stage known as Bweyale is 6kilometres to the 
camp reception. From the reception to the Kenyan site is 3Kilometres. This makes the  
journey long tiresome and expensive.  
 
Kenyan refugees on the first day of arrival were scattered all over the place, a distance 
from one person to another was a distance of 2km. The site is bushy with a lot of 
mosquitoes, snakes, and wild animals like leopards, lions, hyenas, etc. Within the first 
two days of arrival, 3 people had died of snake bites; this forced the refugees to strike 
and asked to be settled in one place which was not possible. The office of UNHCR 
[United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees] Uganda sent a representative to listen 
and negotiate with the refugees. In this meeting, refugees were told they cannot be put 
very near each other because it may bring land clashes again or land conflicts when it is 
time to expand their farms. Secondly, security wise it would not be fine when people are 
put together, in case of any attack, many people can be killed at once. In the compromise 
of refugees wanting to be near each other, they were brought a little bit closer to one another; it is 
now a half a kilometer from each other. To come to this agreement, it was a total chaos whereby, 
UNHCR had to hire soldiers to calm the strike. 
 
The first place of the camp site is still occupied by some Sudanese refugees who have 
refused to go back to Sudan. Where the Sudanese settlers end is the beginning of the 
demarcation for the Kenyan refugees, covering about four hills. Some Kenyan refugees 
are staying in the mountains or call them hills, which are far from each other. Anything 
can happen from one side of the mountain and is not known to the people living on the 
other side of the mountain. 
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The refugees were given slashers, and hoes to clear the bush so that they can plant maize. 
Each person was given 2kg of hybrid green maize to plant but not any other seeds. Since, 
their food was gone, some decided to wash this green hybrid maize and eat it, so now 
some have no seeds for planting. 
 
 
 
The bush has brought a lot of mosquitoes, and also hyenas and lions scare them at night, 
they make noise at night, and that is why they asked to be settled together for security 
purpose of these scary animals. When UNHCR took Kenyan refugees to the Kiryadongo camp 
site they were handed over to IRC [International Rescue Committee]. This organization 
contracted some people to offer medical services to the refugees and the contract is ending by 
the end of June, therefore, at the moment, there is no medicine at the health centre. I found 
people sick but no medication apart from living by God’s grace. Maybe medication will be 
available by July on a condition that there is contract renewal of the provision of the medical 
services. 
 
Education wise, secondary students were asked to pay 50,000 ($30.50) and primary 
pupils were asked to pay 5,000 ($3.05) per term, but at the moment, refugees have no 
money. They were told they have to plant crops, harvest and then sell part of the product 
to raise school dues. Children of the ECD [Early Childhood Development] also known as 
nursery school are not studying because there is no nursery school. Kenyan refugees are asking 
for support to set up nursery school. At the moment, children, have no school requirements like 
uniforms, exercise books, pens etc. On top of that if they are to be at school, they would stay the 
whole day minus meals like breakfast and lunch. Studying on empty stomach would mean less 
attention in class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kenyan refugees when they reached the camp site, were given 15kg of maize as their 
food which is gone now, when they demanded more food, they were told to cultivate 
and plant crops, so they have not yet been given any more food. Lucky enough the whole 
place has got mangoes; these mangoes are ready to be eaten. It has become the food for 
refugees, if mangoes are finished before their crops are ready to be harvested, I do not 
know what would be the next step for them. 
 

In response RMF provided the most destitute refugees with maize (corn) and bean seeds. 
                                                                                - Beth Cole

For the past 2 school terms RMF has paid the school fees of all Kenyan refugee children 
residing at Kiryadongo: 250 nursery school children, 588 primary school children and 117 
secondary school children as well as providing all of the students with school supplies.       
                                                              – Beth Cole 
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Water is very far from Kenyan refugees. Boreholes were built at the Sudanese refugee 
sites but for Kenyan sites these are not yet built, therefore, they all collect water from the 
Sudanese site which is very far. It is 1 to 3 kilometers to get water. 
 
URGENT NEEDS OBSERVED FOR THE KENYYAN REFUGEES AT 
KIRYADONGO 
- Scholastic materials for the children 
- Hybrid seeds which can be harvested within the shortest time possible to be able to produce 
food for their survival. 
- Setting up nursery school 
- Clothes for people at least to change clothes after digging 
- Some need transport to leave Kiryadongo to settle in Kenya. 
 
Because of the hard life in settling at the camp, stress has gone high, almost everyone is 
stressed. The acupuncture team is now officially allowed to do treatment. There is high demand 
for them to offer treatment to everyone in the camp weekly including the Sudanese refugees. Due 
to long distance from one camp zone to another, the acupuncture team is asking to give 
treatment from two centers; one team to treat at the church centre, which is 6km from the health 
centre, the second acupuncture team would wish to offer treatment at the health centre. The 
treatment would be offered at two different centers but on the same day. 4 people on one site and 
another 4 people on another site. That is 8 people working per day, 3 days per week. If Real 
Medicine Foundation could allow this request it would be good for the refugees then the days 
would be reduced when everyone is settled with less stress. 
 

Permission was granted by RMF to expand the acupuncture program and treat from two sites.
                                                                                -   Beth Cole


