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COMMUNITY ALLIANCE SPRING UPDATE 2008 

RECENT KENYAN POLITICS 

The presidential election on December 27th, 2007 pitted incumbent Mwai Kibaki against 
challenger Raila Odinga.  Voting day was peaceful, and the turnout tremendous.  Over the next 
couple of days early returns showed Odinga leading by a significant margin, and his party taking a 
large percentage of seats in the parliament.  However, on the 30th the electoral commission 
announced Kibaki the winner and swore him in for a second term, and the country spiraled into 
violence.  The fighting left over 1,000 people dead and 300,000 displaced.  Even in areas where 
tribes had lived intermingled for decades, members of minority tribes were forcibly removed, 
their homes torched, and their businesses destroyed.  Subsequent investigation showed that 
much of the violence was not random.  Political leaders on both sides used tribal structures to 
perpetrate violence.  Election rigging by both parties was found to be so widespread that it would 
be impossible to know the true outcome of the election.! 

Months of intensive international intervention, led by Kofi Annan, culminated in a political 
agreement on March 3rd, 2008.  Kibaki will remain president, Odinga will become prime minister 
with some executive powers, and cabinet seats will be awarded according to party representation 
in the parliament.  Though the history of these two men does not recommend optimism, the 
public and international outcry for peace may be enough to hold this agreement together.  Things 
in Kenya are slowly returning to normal.  The economic and social consequences of the conflict 
will likely remain for some time, however, and the humanitarian issues associated with over a 
quarter million displaced people will not go away overnight.      
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